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The Art Review, 



A WESTERN WONDER. 

IIY ROLLO RAMBLER. 



Of course the first machine watches were And, my friend of to-day, it may tax vour 
made in New England; and of cour.se New j incredulity, just the least in tli" world, 



Who shall draw the line Of demarcation England was not large enough to hold the 



ftween the highest attainments of mechani- 
^d industrial art. the products of which 
,k— «TCCtly practical in their uses; and that 
Lhich is commonly understood to be art pro- 
ier, directly practical to the soul only, satisfy- 
ing xsthetic demands rather than those of 
ihc bod v ? 



idea, or limit its workings. " Westward, the 
star of Empire took its (inevitable) way," — 
"star" being interpreted into American ver- 
nacular meaning Ideas, — and only found suf- 
ficient opportunity for the fullest expansion 
upon the broad prairies of Illinois. 

It is not within the po?6ibilitcs of an or- 



when I tell you that this modern factory — 'tis 
a vulgar word for such a place! — has mina- 
ture machines whose wheels revolve twenty- 
thousand times while your watch has ticked 
out the sixty seconds of one minute, so 
rapid, indeed, that they are apparently stand- 
ing still; registers that can almost give you 
the millionth's of a difference in diam.'ter 



Read Richardson's " Making Watches by ; dinary magazine article, nor yet tor a size- j between this hair from your head, and an- 



jilachinery," in Har- 
fer's; or better still, if 

tipportunity shall offer, 
ike a run out to the de- 
lightful little town of El- 
gin, —so charmingly 
titunted in the Fox river 
lalley, only two hours 
'away from Chicago on the 
jNorthwestern Railway, — 
and in the works of the 
National Watch Com- 
pany you will find one of 
the wonders of the age, 
wherein Invention and 
Art have formed a part- 
nership, the remits of 
(which would seem in- 
i credible were it not that so many thousands 
iof Americans, and of all peoples of the earth, 



'not a few, carry about with them as daily 



other from y our mus- 
tache; saw-mills of a size 
to make slabs of agates, 
aqua marines, sapphires! 
rubies and diamonds ; and 
what would you say or 
think of a machine that 
makes one-hundred and 
forty-four thousand screws 
to the pound, with heads 
invisible to the naked eye ? 
Here, too, are performed 
processes whereby a 
pound avoirdupois of 
steel is not actually trans- 
muted into gold, but is 

% , _,„,. made ten times more val- 

NATIONAL WATCH FACTORY, ELGIN*, ILL. „„,,,„ „,„ ... 

uable than that precious 

able book, to tell all the marvelous processes j metal, weight for weight. But in this " cu 




'xm&J** 



can watches by machinery, were attempted. 
European artisans had acquired superior ex- 
cellence in the manufacture of pocket time 
pieces; but the multifarious processes as per- 
formed slowly and caiefully by hand were 
nccessar !v t"<l ;, nis and expensive. It was 




whereby a certain amount of steel and brass, j riosity shop" wonders never cease. We have 

with a sprinkling of pi ecious stones, and j hinted at only a few. 

| and indispensiblc companions, indubitable j perhaps a coating of gold, with the aid of the j All these things are here, and hundreds 

J evidences that this is no wonderful tale of j marvelous mechanism of a thousand human' 01 ' others equallv curious and everyway as 

VJ V~ie, but a nineteenth century reality. j hands, and the hardly less wonder-working ! wonderful, and in watching their workings. 

.< ^as no longer than a score of years ago, j machinery of curious construction and mani- ' controlled by the deft lingers of bi ight-eved 

that the first experiments in making Ameri- fold appliances, turns out— if we may ! girls, or good-looking, intelligent men, 

speak of these things in the same words as j one may almost doubt his senses, while 
one would of a plow manufactory— two hun- I lost in speculation as to the boundless 
dred and fifty watches per diem ! j possibilities of the human mind in surmount- 

Here is probably oneofthe most complete, j »ng obstacles and achieving that which brings 
as it is one of the most marvelous, of all the 
work-shops of the world. And one thought 
that will especially strike the mind of the 
visitor, is the comparative rapidity with 
which the whole process has been brought 
on from a rude inception to a consummation 
j that may with propriety be called perfec- 
| tion. And the whole establishment is so 
\ self-contained, so to speak, 60 delightfully 
j i:. dependent; for here at the very outset are 
i we shown the department where all the ma- 
: chinery in use has been manufactured; and | 
I the very men are here who invented and ! 
j made up from the raw material, all the nv. - 1 

{ chinery used in making the machines ! Like j MARY STUART'S WATCH, 

the mills of the Gods, the first grinding was j tne finite so closely to the nearer bounds ot 
left to Yankee brains to invent, and Yankee vciy slow, and not unlike the products of ' lne infinite, 
•lands to make, machinery so delicate, so pre- j those famous mills, the results are conceded I •"- 

cise, 60 perfect, so very human as to seem ; to be extremely fine. | " Genius may conceive with the rapidity 

"nbucd with intelligence only second to tha. j. What would our whilom friend "J.Smith," 1 of light, but elaboration is the result of long 
of the master-mind, that could make time- j who pioneered this branch of industry in and diligent practice. Thought and manual 
tellers that might with propriety be adopted | America, say to all these things? And could i 'abor differ widely in their economy of time, 
as standard authority by Old Time himself, j he look at the elegant structure, that sets j An idea which is to change the aspect of the 
And one could not but submit with good J palace-like, backed by a noble park of oaks world, may be born in one second; but the 
rj to the inevitable fact of growing old. j stretching away southward, with the beauli- means by which the revolution is affected, 
Wcvenwith gallantry pride himself upon j ful Fox river flowing by at the we>t, would he ' may be centuries in maturing. Just so is 
the rapidly increasing grey hairs and "crow's j not consider it all a work of enchantment— a ' it with fine art. A sketch suggestive of a 
feet," if these changes were marked by the j vision of beauty that must fade from his sight j master's hand can he thrown off in an hour, 
licking* of such a perfect gem of artistic me- ] to be replaced by the little seven-by-nine ! but its complete execution is most often the 
chan.sm as that called the " Lady Elgin ' j room that he honored with the cognomen of' patient labor of months or 3 ears "— ;7„, :•,>' 
* Blch - j" factory.-" i » Ar , Thou<*h!< " 




A PRIMITIVE WATCH FACTORY. 



